BEYOMD THE SPOTLIGHT rvsow mass

LEAGUE

MASH PASSES ON AHL
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I'd never
even been to
Europe before
coming here

WHEM TYSOM HASH WAS
traded froey the Bhoenix Copoles
to the Toronto Maple Leaf= in
Movemher of 20416, he want fram
the &r reaches af the MHL world to
v 0 Chie global contirs ol hockey,
Hovwever, any notion he may have
had than Phasnas wiz a lar-risoval
mztpost far ihe wnrld’s fasiesi pAmiE
wis tarned on i edr law sumemer
when he sigmed with a lapanese
Leamn, T Mippos Papser Cranis of
the Asia Leagoe.

1w g Toow hat winl
o over Reere, Mash said over
Chi e Train bBas ajari gyt in
Kushino, a town of 170,000 whene
bes gimaim i basid. "1 have hien
blowwen away by Tokyo, The city
litgrally deowesmi shogp, o are
respecifal amd kind.; it hes boem an
ER-OpieTE

Moroas from his apariment s the
Limmmis beaime mnk, which s adjacien
to the team’s pracuce facilive Al
Chanagh Chis Wity i shert, b i -
ally accompansed by Paper Cranes
poaRindirn, Tainis Molsnmin, wh
lives ot Moar ahove Bash

T signal MeLammas, Mash
simply bangs his £ on the celling.
awhickh ahows bow U Clogal bonad
the turo have developed = beginnieg
wilk thiir years s 51 Louis Bl
teammiztes = Is intaci im thelr new
b T praie have D LG gy-
kerspace to blog their expeniences
(dcLemnam blogged all sasan Toe
thiecomy and oiten their descrip
Lignkol ke im The Land ol Uhe
Risbng Son’ are intermingled with
halariowas gl shets ar gach otfer
th each passing day, Mash

s i accusommed e his

e warroundings; the culsine

definitely pulled himin: “The food
is amazxing - Sobu Moodbes is the
Alkerta Beel of lapan - but 1 leave
EVERY FElabant marving |because
al the |:|'.r:||'||-\.|'
T Sy
choice between the AHL and Eus
aig Rul gebecliog bawien bising a
targel for upetaris rping to make a
name for themselves in che Einons
ar 1i-hoar Hights, six-hoar time

changis and the poesabilivy of wal
gaiting paid regularly in Russiz
WL oy agyealig,

When Mash heard of the op
porBEinity m [igum, the dacision jiss
seemied to make sense

1w Far a billiedi-doller caim-
pany, I'm acvaally a paid employes
Ol Mippom Pagar,” B notind. TThey
pay my taxes and we are treated Hke
abseodate gold.”

Whid2 Mash is an employes of the
Corp iy, bering o Ol Dvo isrporta
0N LT LEEm EXempis him from
winrkimgg Kir Migipon i the all-sea-
son, & many ether players do

P his Bein hilped along by
Yujiro Makajimizye, assisiant cozch
ared ey interpeiter. Yujiro played
profesional hodkey bn [apam for 17
vedrs birlore banging ug fis akates
last maason.

SIEN hawd Knswn Thsom was -
ing for us this seasan., [ would have
alayed arsalbar wear,” hi said

Mash explains there s always
sECiimim] wihem an NHL pliver
poes Lo Japan bo play.

“They might bave adight 1wss
ek Mash. he joked, poking fun o
hig et Lack of searing ledch

The Asla League has seven teams:
Fouir i Jagan., Ueo im Kaoned amd
ane in Ching. Mash describes the

Iyson Mash, right,
and Jamie Mol

nan spent the year
together in Japam.

calibers ol hogkaty a8 mgcly biter
than many would expect

T7isa Lo Dk thee AHT, hi il
“Yorw woardd he surprised how good
s are. Thay an big and Fagl
and very competitive”

Pdigh s abo] hoow Fis owm
team was 2 lrile takem a bhack by his
ridiggh-and -jupshbe sryli cm he

“Even my o SRS WerE
winderiogg what [was doang,” b
sald. “They were saping. This gay
hii= .'_r|'|-|_|'||nF that moves' ™

Ther 3 000 Fans who comie out fo
whilch Chiar behovesd Papor Crénms
arrive adorned with Hags and canry
druma and coubsells, giving the
games a festive stmasshens

“e could probably fill 2 Gcility
of AN, Wash said. “Ics -
img and frve years down the road
|'-\.|-|{|.'| im | agnam will e a ||i|.: deal”

Thae execulives al Mippsom Fapir
are very cogmizant of their player
I'IIII" Al [l III'I Kiritizingi :IIIII I'l.l"l'l |

o Coi el e, -\.':||:|.'-u||!.' rihen
playing the tearn memed by rival
paper giant, Ui

'\:|[||:.'n fin=hed foarth orrerall im
s 30 g Ad ke hefare Winnkng
a paar ol plapoll sodsmd g and advan-
kng the league el However, it
wak defeated by its emery, (4. in am
J||-|:J_.'\l:r |.'|J|"||'\li||||>J'i|'\l

Although be enjoved his lapa-
Bfal SXPEMEnl kN EVEry reapsscs,
Mash would like another kick at the
BHL can mewt fall

I want another chamce; he said
“1 have 1o be at By hesl. The aya
om the team see how hard me and
Lieaie wark and 1 chims !l‘u.':\. are e
ligtle sarprised by it We anly know
ome way to play and we do thar by
warking our hardest”

Mo e where his caresr [l
Fraom hear, Wazh wall jl'J.'j:.l-\. ke
thankhal he headed wo the Far Fast

“Id mever even been o Euwnope
bzl o ing nere) e noted

dly ded came ap for the 2ll-lzpan
LOUrBaimEnt, my wile alas wigived; [
wak epciied for them (o spe wiat
am I.'L_.":rh.'l'll.il'l“.lm
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